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Wallace and L and Nationalization

A lecture given to the Linnean Society of London on Saturday 15 April 2000
as part of the Broadstone Cemetery Meeting

At the age of 14, in 1837, Wallace came to London and lived for afew months
with his brother John who was an apprentice joiner. During that period he used to visit
The Hall of Science—just off Tottenham Court Road. Here he cameinto contact with
the followers of Robert Owen and eventually attended one of Owen’s lectures. Later
he remarked:

“1 have always looked upon Owen as my first teacher in the philosophy of
human nature ... and my first guide through the labyrinth of social science.”

Wallace considered Owen to be the founder of the socialist movement in London
and the real founder of modern Socialism, having aready created by 1833 the Grand
National Consolidated Trades Union. As well as discussing Owen'’s socialism they
also debated Paine’s Age of Reason.

Later that same summer (1837) Wallace was sent to stay with his eldest brother
William to learn to be a surveyor. Following a short sojourn as an apprentice clock
maker, in 1840 he returned to helping William who was now working in the Welsh
Marches, with much of his surveying being undertaken for the enclosure of common
lands and the fencing off of moorland. In My Life Wallace notes that it was these
enclosures, near Llandridod Wells, that finally made him aware of the injustice to the
labouring classes of the General Enclosure Act. However, it was not until some 30
yearslater, at the very end of the Malay Archipelago (1869), that Wallacefirst entered
the debate by criticizing land tenure — pointing out:

“We permit absol ute possession of the soil of our country, with no legal rights
of existence on the soil, to the vast majority who do not possess it. A great
land holder may legally convert his whole property into aforest or a hunting
ground and expel every human being who has hitherto lived upon it.”

Shortly afterwards John Stuart Mill invited Wallace to join his proposed Land
Tenure Reform A ssociation and to serve on itscommittee (1870). Wallace was delighted
and one of hisfirst proposals to the Association was that:

“The State be empowered to buy back land for itself and to resume possession
of any land on payment of its value while the state should be made the
owner of historic monuments as well as buildings.”

Wallace clearly had in mind the stone bridges of Dartmoor and the stone Circles
of Stonehenge and Avebury, which he had recently visited. He also noted that some
monuments had already been destroyed:

“Theblowing up of the Long Stone—aremarkable monolithic monument in
Gloucestershire blown up with gunpowder by the farmer becauseit cumbered
the ground.”

Ironically, in 1877 William Morris, whom Wallace much admired, formed the
Society for the Preservation of Ancient Buildings but it was not until John Lubbuck’s
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Preservation of Ancient MonumentsAct of 1882, that Stonehenge and Avebury passed
from private to state ownership. Sadly, the death of Millsin 1871 put an end to the
Association.

It was at this point that Wallace moved to Grays and spent the next two years on
building a house in an old chalk pit. Finding a cement works nearby he decided to
construct his house mainly of concrete (one of thefirst in the UK).

Four years later (1876) he went to live in Dorking and then moved to Croydon
where he remained from 1878-188L1. It was during this latter period that Wallace was
made aware of the burning issue of Irish landlordism (1879-80) and with it the Irish
Land League. Eventually he became so incensed with what he considered the unsound
principles expounded by the Irish Land League that he wrote a long article for the
Contemporary Review entitled, How to Nationalize the Land — a radical solution to
the Irish Land problem (published 1880). As a direct consequence, Mr A.C. Swinton
and some colleagues formed the Land Nationalization Society in 1881, with Wallace
as the President.

Wallace, however, was on the move yet again and thistime built asmall cottage
at Godalming (Nutwood Cottage) into which hemoved in Spring 1882. Here he engaged
in his favourite occupation, gardening (by the time he moved on again he claimed or
boasted that it contained more than 1000 species of plant). Moreover, now that he had
been granted a Civil List Pension of £200 p.a. he was able to devote hislong summer
evenings to writing. His book Land Nationalization its' Necessity and its Aims was
published in March 1882. In it Wallace investigated the history of land tenure back to
the Doomsday Book and then compared it with the situation in much of Europe. Based
on his advocacy of Land Nationalization he insisted on upholding not only the rights
of way through fields, woodlands and along the seashore, but more particularly, the
right to roam.

In Land Nationalization he reiterated the need for State tenancy on bare land,
with the ownership by the tenant of all that was added to the bare land. Thus the State
was only the Ground Landlord and could not interfere with the tenant who held a
perpetual lease. Elsewhere in his book he suggested planning for green belts:

“The interposition of belts of park and garden at certain intervals around
dense centres of population”

but added:

“A class of improvement which the ruinous competition prices of land held
by private owners now rendersimpossible’.

Despite his pessimism, green belts and national parks have subsequently been
established. The Land Nationalization Society played an important role in the
development of Socialism in the UK. It organized lecture tours to disseminate its
message and to try to convince the trade-unions that the abolition of land monopoly
was at the very root of all socia reforms. The message from both it and the Land and
Labour League (founded in 1869) was “Land for the people”.

Wallace himself both wrote and lectured all over the UK on Land Nationalization
in the period 1880-85. In 1882 he was joined by the American Henry George — an
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Wallace's house at Grays. The Thurrock Local History Society has (on the suggestion of the
A.R. Wallace Memoria Fund) recently had it given Grade |l listing on architectural meit.

advocate of singletax —who like Wallace believed in sweeping land reforms. It issaid
that Henry George influenced Keir Hardy every bit as much as Friedrich Engels and
Eleanor Marx. From Wallace's deliberations on Land Nationalization we arrive at
today’s proceedings.

The Wallace Memorial Fund has ensured that Wallace's tomb has become an
Historic Monument by its renovation and by the eventua placing of a bronze plaque
onitsbase outlining his considerable achievements—especially thetheory of evolution.

In hisland nationalization pamphl ets Wallace proposed that all buildings erected
ontheland should remain the property of the family that built them. Thuson Wallace's
argument his monument and his gravestone should remain the possession of hisfamily
in perpetuity. Ironically, only in privately owned cemeteriesisthisthe case. ThusKarl
Marx and his statue are safe in Highgate Cemetery* asare Cuvier’'sand Oscar Wilde's
in Pére Lachaise, Paris.

* Just acrossthe path from Marx liethe cremated remains of Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) who
in 1852 published a sketch of organic evolution and subsequently (1864) coined the phrase
“survival of thefittest”.
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Sadly, municipal cemeteries, athough owned by the State as Wallace would
have advocated, have monuments placed upon them paid for by relatives; the latter do
not have a perpetual lease. That thisis the case can be gathered from the Broadstone
Cemetery authorities preventing previous attemptsto clear nettles and brambles from
Wallace's grave and the fact that the renewal of the lease for afurther 100 years costs
us £455! Perhaps we should be thankful that they intend to keep the Cemetery and not
try to sdll it off for building land as Lady Porter attempted to do with some London
cemeteries.

Finally, | should liketo reiterate George Beccaloni’s pleafor aWallace Museum.
What more fitting place than the house he built at Grays in Essex, using cement and
concrete for perhaps the first time in a UK dwelling. While it already has a blue
plaque, for someone who cast such an influence over the 19th Century, a museum
would be far more appropriate.

BRIAN GARDINER

Footnote

Wallace was born in Usk, Monmouthshire. When | was at school | was taught
that Usk was a parish and Parliamentary Borough of England, separated from
Gloucestershire by the River Wye, and that Newport, Monmouthshire, which had
been amunicipal borough sinceRichard 11, wasin England. Usk was originally part of
Gwent, or Siluria, which the Saxons never succeeded in conguering. It was made an
English county by Henry V111 and abounds with British and mediaeval remains. It is
reputed to be the birthplace of Edward IV and Richard I11.

In 1828, when Wallace was five, the family moved from Usk to Dulwich and
thence to Hertford where Alfred, like his brother, attended the local grammar school.
Eventually, in 1840, he returned to Wales where he assisted his brother in surveying
the Welsh Marches.

Today Usk isin Gwent, so perhaps both the Welsh and the English can claim
Wallace as their own!





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


