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New observations on the experimental colony of the 
Scarlet Tiger Moth (Panaxia dominula) on the 

Wirral Way, West Kirby, Merseyside. 
(The Linnean, ll(2): 14-19). 1996. Addendum No. 2 

In the first Addendum (page 19 of the above paper) written on the 17th April 1996, 
we concluded: “So the colony is still in existence and we will report later on how the 
1996 season proceeds”. 

By the 13th of May 1996 our young, sharp-eyed and adventurous assistant Sally 
Thompson had put on her gum boots and crossed the deepened, watery ditch and 
found that the comfiey on the far side had not been so greatly disturbed as we had 
originally thought, and she had found over about four weeks (sometimes with the help 
of Angela Urion), a total of 52 dominula caterpillars which we bred at home to form 
our random sample for 1996. During the searches Sally deliberately left behind a 
considerable number of caterpillars, though retrospectively we think that the number 
left were fewer than in earlier years. Our random sample of 1996 larvae produced 29 
typical, 20 medionigra and one bimacula moths (one of the pupae was dead and one 
emerged but was very deformed and unscorable for form and sex). The proportion of 
the forms of the moth is similar to that in previous years, though in 1996 there was a 
considerable excess of females (19 typical females and ten males, 16 medionigra 
females and four males: the single bimacula was a male). Because we did not take 
all the caterpillars we expected to see some wild moths in June and July, but searching 
on most days for about half an hour from June 4th to July 17th we have not seen for 
certain any dominula moths flying or settled in the colony, and nor have any other of 
our acquaintances who walk in the colony regularly and know the moth. It is possible 
that we have missed some, in which case there have probably been matings and we 
shall get caterpillars again next spring, and if we do we probably ought to restrict the 
numbers in our random sample. 

From our 1996 sample we did one mating between a medionigra female and a 
typical male. She produced several hundred eggs which have hatched, and so whatever 
is happening in the wild the colony is still in existence in “sheltered accommodation”. 

Small colonies have a habit of apparently disappearing and reappearing and we do 
not entirely despair. At the worst, this population, put down by Philip Sheppard in 
196 1, has survived for 35 years in an entirely new locality, where there were no other 
populations which could confuse the proportions of the forms by moving from one 
colony to another. 

CYRIL A. CLARKE, F.M.M. CLARKE 
AND W.W. MACDONALD 

Addendum 
In a previous paper we reported the number of Biston betularia moths which we 

had caught over 35 years, between 1959 and 1993, on Caldy Common, Wirral, UK 
(Clarke, Grant, Clarke and Asami, The Linnean, 10 (2): 18-26, 1994). 

The striking finding was the reduction in the proportion of carbonaria, from 93.3% 
in 1959 to 23% in 1993, with several hundred betularia being caught each year. The 
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generally accepted view is that the decrease in curbonaria is related to the Clean Air 
Acts, but there are some caveats. 

This Addendum gives the findings for 1994 and 1995, using the same mercury 
vapour trap in the same place, and also the assembly trap. In 1996 we did not use the 
latter because we had no virgin females with which to assemble, but simply the mercury 
vapour trap. This was also the case in several other years, as will be seen in the paper 
already published (reference above). 

Year Traps Total carbonaria insularia typical YO carbonaria 

1994 Both 348 65 14 269 18.7 
AT 65 14 2 49 21.5 
MV 283 51 12 220 18.0 

1995 Both 26 1 46 6 209 17.6 
AT 73 12 1 60 16.4 
MV 188 34 5 149 18.1 

1996 MV 20 1 17 8 176 8.45 
only 

CYRIL A. CLARKE, BRUCE GRANT 
AND FRIEDA M.M. CLARKE 

Address for correspondence: 
43 Caldy Road, West Kirby, Wirral, Merseyside, L48 2HF 

Library 
The editor has informed me that due to space constraints in this issue I must keep 

the Library entry to a minimum. As it is difficult to predict at the moment how much 
we will have done by the end of the summer I will just say that work on cleaning and 
reshelving the “faunas” is going on at the moment. A book sale is planned for the 
autumn: check the Meetings card and the list of events in this issue for the date. We 
prefer to receive books well ahead if possible so that any biological books can be 
checked against our holdings and used to fill gaps if necessary. All types of book are 
welcome and nothing is ever thrown away. Each sale usually adds around 2200 to the 
book purchase budget. 

Donations to July 1996 
Apart from the individual donations listed below we have also received a large 

number of items from Dr E.C.Nelson which are gradually being catalogued. Thanks 
are extended as usual to all those who continue to present us with current or back 
issues ofjoumals to keep our holdings up to date. Other accessions will have to await 
until there is room in a future issue. 
Drs M.J. Balick 
& P.A. Cox 

Balick, Michael J. & Cox, Paul Alan, Plants, people and 
culture, the science of ethnobotany. 228 pp., col. illustr., 
maps, New York, Scientific American, 1996. 
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Book Review 
A New Key to Wild Flowers by John Hayward publ. Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, UK., 1995 x + 278pp., illustr., p/b ISBN 0-521-48346-8, Price E12.95. 

This is a revised edition of the book first published in 1987. The keys originated 
at the author’s Field Studies Council courses and were modified after extensive testing 
by the AIDGAP project. In almost all cases they are straightforward to use and result 
in successful identifications. They include numerous helpful line drawings by Michael 
Hockey. The plastic multi-ring binding allows pages to remain open flat in the field 
and is relatively robust. 

In the revised edition the plant names have been brought into line with those used 
in Stace’s “New Flora of the British Isles”. The useful ruler has been omitted from 
the back cover. There are a few errors in the revised names, but all textual miss-spellings 
are carried over from the previous edition. 

The opportunity has not been taken to modify any of the keys: red blotched Mimulus 
is said to be M luteus, with no mention of the commoner M x robertsii. Galium 
pumilum makes an appearance, but G. sterneri is omitted, as are the increasing 
introductions Lemna minuta and Crassula helmsii. Damasonium alisma and other 
rarities are included, but some frequently encountered taxa are not: the genus Solidago 
is only represented by S. virgaurea. 

Notwithstanding these criticisms, this remains a useful companion in the field. 
JOHN E. HAWKSFORD 




