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Book Reviews

Marine Algae of Northern Ireland, by Osborne Morton.

Published by Ulster Museum, Botanic Gardens, Belfast, Northern Ireland. 1994. 123pp
16 colour plates, 1 b/w plate, I map. ISBN 0-900761-228-8. Price £6.98 sterling
(excludes post and packaging) from The Ulster Museum.

The introductory chapter explains the arrangement of the work, analyses all marine
algal/seaweed distribution records, places the seaweeds of Northern Ireland into a
broader phycogeographical context, and provides an historical account of collecting
in the province. Generic and species entries follow in alphabetical arrangement under
the traditionally-recognised major classes: Chlorophyta, Phaeophyta and Rhodophyta.
Each entry includes minimal information on synonymy, a brief ecological account,
data on sites of occurrence in the province’s three counties, the name of collector,
determiner, author or recorder, and where voucher material is deposited. The next
three chapters explain the symbols and abbreviations used in the text and provide a
topographical index of sites or gazetteer. Sixteen colour plates are included along with
a glossary of technical terms. Before the glossary are two lists of references, one of
works frequently cited and the other of less commonly menttoned ones.

The publication unquestionably fulfils its principal aim of providing a modern
compendium of information on the 356 marine algae or seaweeds known from Northern
Ireland. It contains much new information from unpublished sources including that
taken from herbarium sheets and survey reports. A useful feature is the linking of
published and unpublished records to voucher specimens, so addressing one of the
greatest problems in assessing earlier records, namely the need to re-examine material
on which the identification of taxa was based. The work is written very much with
the specialist in mind and is not a ‘Flora’ as the title misleadingly suggests since it is
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lacking identification keys, descriptions and illustrations except for a few colour plates.
The glossary of technical terms is therefore unnecessary as are the superb colour
photographs, especially those depicting common seaweeds and an unidentified
‘Codiaceae’. An unnecessary complication is the separation of the references into two
terminal lists based on their frequency of usage.

Any phycologist with an interest in the seaweeds of the British Isles will find much
of interest in this authoritatively-written reference volume. The 123-paged volume with
its 16 colour photographs is remarkably good value for money at just under £7 sterling.

DAVID M. JOHN

Views from the Bridge, a memoir on the freshwater fishes of Trinidad, by Julian
S. Kenny. Published by and available from the author, 26 Valley View Drive, Maracas,
St. Joseph, Trinidad & Tobago, fax 809-662-5466, and Rapid Environmental
Assessments Limited, 74 Ana Street, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, fax
809-622-8809, £19.99, plus £4.00 Postage Airmail. ISBN 976-8136-74-X (Pbk). 1995.

Jake Kenny has involved himself in the biology of Trinidad and in the biological
education of Trinidadians and others for over 40 years. This privately published volume
is a reflection on his career and especially on his interests in the freshwater fishes of
his country, situated off the South American mainland, close to the Orinoco drainage.
In ichthyological circles Trinidad will forever be famous for giving to the world the
Guppy, but the fish fauna is rich and varied, as indeed is all the biota, as would be
expected of a neotropical continental island.

The volume is 98 pages long with 6 pages of black and white photographic plates
and over 50 figures, mostly distribution maps of Trinidadian freshwater fishes, within
that Island. Firstly the detractioons of the work; there are a number of minor errors
and lapses which probably would have been caught had publication gone via another
route, although on that there can be no guarantees. However, these are mostly trifles
and result in the reader being forced to pay more attention than with a perfect text.
The attractions of the volume are many, not least the individual and idosyncratic
approach, free from the often sterile editorial constraints. The text is a mixture of fact
and speculation, but mostly the former, documenting what is known of the distribution
of the fishes within that Island, and speculations supported with but a few facts on
the possible historical genesis of Trinidad as an island, and evidence is presented for
this occurring as recently as the first millennium A.D. Continuing colonisation and
extinction are documented as occurring along the south coast of the Island which faces
onto the Orinoco and associated drainage. But there are older distribution patterns
reflecting both South American and Antillean relationships, and perhaps beyond. As
always with biogeography, evolution and systematics are both implicit and explicit in
the synthesis. On systematics, Kenny makes the point of a need for a definitive account
of the freshwater fishes, and 1 would certainly welcome such an addition, especially
if South American and Antillean distributions of the Island’s species could be covered.
Indeed a strong case can be made for a Fauna of Trinidad series, and given Kenny’s
new role as an independent parliamentarian in the Senate in Trinidad, perhaps such a
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goal might be expressed; the understanding of biodiversity demands cultural knowledge
of that biodiversity.

If Kenny’s thesis is supported by additional coring data and Trinidad is indeed
historically very young, the Island would then present ecological and historical
biogeography with some fascinating problems of vicariance, local colonisations and
extinctions, and range extensions and contractions. Jake Kenny is thus to be
congratulated for writing this memoir in his retirement and his “indulgence’ thus
shared certainly generates much reflection and thought on the origins and ecology of
the fishes of Trinidad and beyond, and possible directions of further research on that
twin island nation’s biota.

ROBIN BRUCE

The Furthest Shore. Images of Terra Australis from the Middle Ages to Captain
Cook. by William Eisler publ. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK., 1995,
xi + 180 illustr., h\b ISBN 0-521-39268-3. Price £45.00., US$65.00.

Pythagoras originated the idea that there ought to be a large continent in the southern
hemisphere to balance, as it were, the landmass of Europe and Asia in the northern
one, and this belief persisted for more than two thousand years until it was dispelled
by James Cook’s voyage in the course of which he landed on the east coast of Australia,
New Zealand and Tabhiti. In 1541 Gerard Mercator published a map of the world which
shows a massive Terra Australis covering the southern parts of the globe. Previously
Ferdinand Magellan in the first part of his voyage to circumnavigate the world had
discovered the strait, now named after him, that separates Tierra del Fuego from South
America. Tierra del Fuego was thought to be a promontory of Terra Australis. Later
Francis Drake in his circumnavigation showed that this is not the case when he rounded
Cape Horn and demonstrated that there is no landmass lying farther south.

This book considers the various maps that were published from the Mappa mundi
of Osma Beatus which appeared in the eleventh century to Alexander Dalrymple’s
Chart of the South Pacific Ocean (1767). As well as figuring the maps, it is lavishly
illustrated with pictures of plants and animals and the inhabitants of New Guinea and
other islands. There are fifteen colour plates, apart from the 81 illustrations in the text.
The author discusses the various ideas of Terra Australis held in antiquity, the Middle
Ages and the Renaissance. He goes on to describe what he calls ‘the Spanish vision’,
in particular the romantic views of Pedro Fernandez de Quiros. He has a chapter on
the more down to earth ideas held in Elizabethan England. The second half of the
book is concerned with the Dutch expeditions in the seventeenth century. Willem
Jansz explored the southern coast of New Guinea and was the first European to land
on the Australian coast. He was followed by Torres who sailed through the strait now
named after him, van Diemen who discovered van Diemen’s Land, now called New
South Wales and Tasman who discovered Tasmania and then on his second voyage
explored the northern coast of Australia.

The whole work is a most detailed account of an interesting subject.
FRANK BRIGHTMAN.





